The future super smart society (Society 5.0) requires high intelligent transportation and information communication techniques by extensively exploiting IoT and AI to provide comfortable living environment. This has attracted much interest in the research and development of smarter communication protocols, and their experimental evaluation and commercialization, etc. In recent years, there has been significant progress in advancement of invehicle systems by artificial intelligence, connection of in-vehicle devices by wireless networks, high precision positioning techniques and sensing techniques for providing advanced services, and trials in autonomous driving, etc., in the area of intelligent transportation systems, and significant progress in mobile ad hoc and sensor networks, wearable devices, and related services in the area of mobile communications.
These research topics related to advanced transportation systems and mobile communication technologies are mainly studied in Intelligent Transportation Systems and Smart Community (ITS) special interest group (SIG) and Mobile Computing and Pervasive System (MBL) special interest group of Information Processing Society, Japan. Every year, over 70 excellent papers are published within these SIGs, and many papers (60+) in DICOMO are related to these areas since the establishment of DICOMO in 1997. Publishing the related papers in a special issue is of great importance for promoting the above research topics and improving the impact of the Information Processing Society, Japan.
This special issue has been jointly planned by SIG-ITS and SIG-MBL, with the following schedule:
CFP: December, 2016 CFP deadline: April 11, 2017 1st Editorial committee meeting: April 14, 2017 2nd Editorial committee meeting: June 20, 2017 3rd Editorial committee meeting: September 15, 2017 The special issue takes the policy of "Improving the quality of submitted manuscripts with constructive comments so that more papers will be accepted". Specifically, 1) Point out how to revise a paper to make it better instead of merely blaming its shortcomings. 2) Provide sufficient comments to ensure the quality of each paper. 3) Give a chance of revision, even though it requires a major revision to meet the requirements. This special issue has received 16 papers (13 in Japanese). After careful reviews, 12 papers (9 in Japanese) are decided to be conditional acceptance, and finally 10 papers (8 in Japanese) are accepted, with an acceptance ratio of 62.5%. The details of accepted papers are as follows: 3 about position estimation, 2 about behavior analysis, 2 about ITS applications, 1 about inter-vehicle communication, 1 about mobile data offloading, and 1 about privacy protection.
The number of submitted manuscripts is less than expected. This is mainly because several special issues on similar topics are calling for papers in the same period. Although some papers with conditional acceptance were not accepted finally, the acceptance ratio is still higher than before, which indicates the effectiveness of the editorial policy.
Finally, we would like to thank all the authors, reviewers and editors. It is impossible to achieve the success of this issue without their efforts.
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